[Investigations on the position and safety of Swan-Ganz catheters].
Swan-Ganz catheters (S-G catheter) may cause many complications. We measured floating distance (FD) of catheter tip with balloon inflation or deflation, and distal movement (DM) before and after the operation. FD and DM were significantly altered with 7 Fr. S-G catheters. These results suggest that careful observation is required in order to prevent unpredictable pulmonary artery perforation and infarction during the use of 7 Fr. S-G catheters.